
 

In this document, you will find information about: 
1. Housing 
2. Crucial documents 
3. Health insurance  
4. Money 
5. Travel 

1. Housing  

Your priority is getting a private and personal Dutch address. As this is an absolute necessity to 
register in the municipality, open a bank account, and meet other obligations, we strongly 
recommend arranging this as soon as possible. Postponing this until you have arrived in the 
Netherlands jeopardizes your financial mobility, legal residence, timely start of the program, etc. 
Finding suitable accommodation after you have arrived is extremely difficult and the address of a 
hotel, a friend, or the university is not acceptable. A good place to start is the Maastricht Housing 
(link) website.  
 
Note that holders of a Dutch residence permit are not allowed to live outside the Netherlands 
unless they also have a residence permit for the other country.  

 
 

WARNING 
 
Be vigilant of imposters and fraud. We strongly recommend double-checking the reliability of an 
offer. Do remember: if something sounds too good to be true, it usually is.  
 
 

https://maastrichthousing.com/
https://maastrichthousing.com/


 

2. Crucial documents 

The following documents are crucial to bring with you and therefore arrange in time: 
 

 A legalized birth certificate: this is compulsory for your municipal registration. Depending on 
your nationality, the legalization process may be very different and take a lot of time. For 
more information on legalization, please consult the Dutch government’s legalization page 
(link). 

 Your valid passport (including the MVV visa sticker) 
 The health insurance policy 

3. Health insurance 

If you do not have health insurance yet, or if your current insurance policy does not (sufficiently) 
cover your stay in the Netherlands, you have to take out health insurance before traveling to the 
Netherlands or immediately upon arrival. Please visit this insurance page (link) for more 
information.  

4. Money 

Since cash payments in the Netherlands are getting less and less and paying by credit card is not 
always possible, you may want to consider the following. You can open an online bank account 
without the need for a social security number (BSN) to have quick access to your money and make 
payments easily. More information can be found on this page (link).  

5. Travel  

Do not travel to the Netherlands until your MVV visa has been issued and validated at the Dutch 
embassy. To avoid travel issues, we strongly recommend consulting this website (link) on the most 
current requirements. 

And after the official decision letter is received? 
As soon as the decision on the residence permit application is received, we will inform you on the 
following items: 

1. Picking up the MVV visa sticker 
2. Booking a flight 
3. Arrange travel on arrival 
4. Collection of the residence permit and municipal registration 
5. Subject to a TB test (if applicable) 
6. Opening a Dutch bank account 
7. Getting your deposit back 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.netherlandsworldwide.nl/legalisation/foreign-documents
https://www.netherlandsworldwide.nl/legalisation/foreign-documents
https://www.studyinnl.org/plan-your-stay/healthcare-insurance
https://www.maastrichtuniversity.nl/support/your-studies-begin/international-students-coming-maastricht/opening-dutch-bank-account
https://www.netherlandsandyou.nl/

