
Proposal for a Virtual Real Time Simulation Lab for Social Sciences 
 
The field of social sciences has been greatly enhanced by the use of digital technologies 
(REFS). The advances in virtual reality technology have made it possible to simulate real-life 
scenarios and environments, making it possible for professionals to train situations in real 
time and for researchers and students to conduct experiments and observe social 
phenomena in a controlled environment. This proposal therefore seeks to establish a virtual 
real-time simulation lab for social sciences in Maastricht that will enable professionals, 
researchers and students to conduct experiments and observations in a controlled and 
immersive environment. The lab will aim to provide an interactive platform for exploring 
various social phenomena in different settings. 
 
The virtual real-time simulation lab will be equipped with state-of-the-art hardware and 
software that will enable users to interact with the virtual environment in (simulated) real-
time. The lab will be designed to simulate different social settings, ranging from classrooms 
to workplaces to situation rooms and public spaces. Researchers and students will be able 
to manipulate the settings and observe social phenomena such as leadership, social group 
dynamics, communication patterns, and behavioral responses. The virtual real-time 
simulation lab will provide a unique opportunity for professionals to train and for 
researchers and students to explore socio-economic phenomena in a safe and controlled 
environment. It will also provide a platform for testing theories and hypotheses that would 
be difficult or impossible to test in the real world. The lab will also enhance student 
engagement and motivation as it provides a new and innovative way of learning. 
 
In conclusion, the establishment of a virtual real-time simulation lab for social sciences has 
the potential to revolutionize the way we conduct research and teach social sciences. The 
lab will provide a unique opportunity for professionals to train and for researchers and 
students to explore social phenomena in a safe and controlled environment, leading to 
better understanding of human behavior and social interactions. This will help us train 
future decision makers for a more responsible, resilient and sustainable future. 
 


